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Primary Group Influence: My Family

In my life there have been several primary groups that have influenced my life. My peers, my family, and my friends have played key roles in the molding and shaping of my character. Of the three primary groups I have listed I believe that my family has played the biggest role in shaping my values and expectations, even with the changes that occur that are sometimes expected or out of our control.
I was born on January 19, 1985, to a cotton farmer and his wife, joining two older sisters and a brother. For three years I was the youngest, and then came my amazing sister Kami. Because I was one of the youngest, I had several examples of exceptional siblings. Growing up in a small community, it was inevitable that I would have one, or many, of my elder sibling’s teachers as my own, during my educational career. As this occurred, I can remember the teachers, without fail, rave about one or more of my siblings and how they “knew I would be just as amazing” as those that came before. I learned that my elder siblings were known for their honesty, integrity, and hard work ethic, and me, wanting to live up to my family name, followed suit, to the best of my ability. At first, I believe, I did it because I did not want to let my family down, by being the “black sheep”, but over time I learned that those qualities I had acquired would help me be a better person not only in school but the rest of my life. I also believed that I had a legacy to pass down to my younger sister, a standard for her to live up to as well.
I believe that many of my values were shaped by my family’s beliefs. I was taught at a young age to believe in God and Jesus Christ. We went to church each week and were taught to pray and read scriptures. My parents taught me that I had to find out for myself if what they taught about what they believe, was true. I was encouraged to learn for myself and not lean on their testimony. I did this through observation. I watched my mother as she served those around her, never for the praise of others. I observed my father interact with those around him as he dealt honestly and fairly with his employees and creditors. I found myself wanting to be like them, wanting to become the kind of people they were and are today. 
Over time our family expanded and I found my role in the family changing. I saw that my role as ‘younger sister’ had now shifted to ‘Aunt’. My brother married as well as my two eldest sisters. I was able to become an aunt not just once, or twice, but ELEVEN times. It was my turn to now share with the next generation the values I had learned growing up. I wanted to be that example that my siblings had been for me, to their children. I was able to put my work ethic and service to use when asked to help watch my nieces and nephews during times of sickness or need of vacations arose. Not only did my siblings marry, but over time, I married as well. As I dated, I would find myself looking for qualities that I saw in the relationship my parents had. I wanted someone that was kind, shared my religious beliefs, and had integrity. Interestingly enough my husband would say that this is what he was looking for as well. When I asked my husband which values I possessed that he loved the most, he said he fell in love with me was because of my integrity. We have found that together, having integrity, or honesty with each other has strengthened our new roles in life as husband and wife. We are able to discuss now, how we would like to live our lives, what characteristics and values we would like to pass down to our children. Both of us agree that because of the families we grew up in, we are the individuals and family that we are today. 
All in all I believe that my family has been the number one thing that has molded my character and instilled values in my life. During the course of my life I have seen this primary group change and mold to adapt to world around me, without sacrificing the values I grew up with. I have found that I intend to instill in my future children the values I observed and learned growing up in the environment I did. I am convinced that had I grown up in a different family I would have not turned out the way I did, and that the values instilled in me have helped me adapt to changes in my life, such as becoming an older sister, an aunt, and a wife. Having these values and a support system (my family) have allowed me to feel confident in my actions and choices. My family has changed, and will continue to do so over the years to come, but the values and morals they taught and instilled in me will always be the same. I will be forever grateful for the examples of the family I was born in to, and the family I have today.

